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H}b”
‘ e UNI?A}“T.IAI‘-T CHHR?H | VT'.J
Burlington, Chittenden County, Vermont b Pure
CHIER Uniterien Church Sccieby. i
TATE OF ERECTICE 1816
BUITDER Unknown
ARCHITECT Unknown
PRESENT COVDITION This building is in very good conrditicn
at present. All chirneys are duilt in

the wolls of building..Church parlors
in back part of bullding sre not orig-
inei, In 1872 the handsore mahogeny
pulpit was tuken dewn to be repleced

by the present one bhuillt ¢f bleck wel-

nut.
@  uesEroorosrormEs two
MATKRIAL OF CON- Foundetion Red stone
oTRUCTION
Moors Wood
Extericr Walls Brick
Interior Walls Ioth and plester
Steeple Wood and copper
Roof Slate
Steps Yood
Pulpit BPlack %Walnut
QTRE<P BYTEMIHG V.
CO=DE We could rot learn of any.

The information used in this history

wes secured from a book entitled, "The

History of Burlington".
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UNITARIAN CHURCH VT
Burlington, Vermont GeoFogr

Degeristive Datsa -

At & meeting of the Society held April 22, 1815, it
was voted to build a meeting house on the five acre
lot, No. 17, which was deeded by Chaﬁnccy Langdon to
Horzce Loomis and E. T. Englesby the sutumn previous
for 31,000.00 and this was tied up =0 thaet it could
never be used for anything buf religious purpcses.
The money was subé}ibeﬁ by the gentlemen with seven
others who each give £100.00, ILuther Loomis, E. H,.
Denning, John Howard, John Pomeroy, John Peck, L.
Tousey, and Gideon King. A later subsription sdded
many more names and yet when the whole cost was es-
timsted, shout $2£3,000,00, there still remained a
deficit. A conference of those interestel and gen-
erous founders, John Pomeroy, E. T, Engleshy, and
Horzce Toomis, held at the house of the latter re-
sulted in the pledging of the balance, 50 that these

three gentlemen oontrihuted $10,000,00,

As we consider the building itself we find the trim-
mings were white and the blinds green, and there

were three separate vestibules lesding to the three
aisles, The gallery pillsrs reached to the roof which
was flat from the oulside walls while the centre was

a8 round srch, Each vew had & sesat across the end as

well &8 across the bhack and the floors were ahout three
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inches higher than the floor of the aisles, The

mahogany yulpit stood on high pillars end was reached
by winding stairs on each side with doors st the top.
The pulpit and algo & large false window were drsped in

red satin damask.

0f the origlral pew cwners, two are now represented
by descendants in the church, George Hoore and John
Van Sicklen as& also Mr. liathan Haswell who, though

not = pew owner, was an active worker.

About twenty-Tfive years later the present ceiling
was built, the pulpit and the galleries lowered,

the three vestibules were thrown into cne, and the
notice in the southeust cornmer, "For colored People",
was removed., While Mr, Peabody was ninister, the
sexton's house on Flmwood Avenue was built, a new
orzan was put in and also & new c¢leck, It was then
too, that our present Grant Street wes orened; and

it was voted that the church lande could he leased.

At the cloge of lr, Young's pastorate the present
organ was installed, sai¢ then to be the finest in

the country.

In the 6C's the ladies of the Chureh worked con points

Ad

which were 80l1d in Yew York Yy Mrs. Alfred Brookes.

The Sociables were held at private houses where the

hostess hadé to borrow chairs, dishes, lamps, ete.,

Bin
n
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and also furnish the entire supper. The funds for

which the ladies were working grew, howevey, and in

1868 thne present Sundasy Schoel room anéd parlore were
completed; though the rooms were used eariier, the

chapel was dedicated the last svenirg of the year,

In 1872 the pews were raplaced by upholetered gsscbe,

the handsome mahogany pulrit was taken down to be replsced
by one of blsck walnut, and o large chandalier of seventy-
two lights was hung frorm the center of the ceiling. The

seating capscity was increased to 112 pews.

The spirit of improverment seered to urge on %o great-
er works, for we find the paricrs thrown infte each otrer,
a8 now, in 1883, the dining roon enlerged to seat 180

. and equiped with electric lights in 1889, and finally
in 1892, fresh carpets for the Chureh, a weahogany pulpit
given by Unity, and fthe iron grill work hack of the pul-

pit.

It was then, tco, that the stained glass windows were
presented to the Church by Hr. William Loomis in memcry
of his fetkher and mother, Henry and Julia Toomis. ZLong
may they shed their subdued 1ight as reminders of two

noble souls.

From the time when those three men gathered st the house
of Horace Loomis and there pledged a sum for the new

._ building even through *‘he ecentury, *the name of Loomis has
ever stood for an active interest in the Chureh and its

affairs.
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To those who knew the man the name of Henry Loonis
meens generosity, rectitude, and unfailing devotion
to Church interests. Mr. Loomis gave the minister
the inspiration of his regular attendsnce, and he
stood back of the best interests of the pecple.

From the weightier matters of Churer finances down
even to the vseless articles at Church Feirs,~-for
211 these hisg purse was ever oven. At his hospitahle
table newcomers in the church WGT; made to feel at
home and to know the friendliness of genuine gim-

plicity.

But perhaps even more characteristic of the man were
hig hidden deeds of kindness, for his left hand Imew
not what rhis right hand did. Vhetlier Te left a sub-
stential sum with poor Bridget or paid Collepe ex-~
penses for those less fortunate,-~these were hut types
of his generous service for others, The Church was

the gstronger for the life and work of this onse man.

With the close of the century we find ourselves too
near the present time for a falr nrespective and ag-
ain we leave to others the report of what the last
twenty years and mor-e have added to the rich heritage

of the past,

Approved (N\tﬁu}{_ H, gum:\b

Digtrict Officer,




ADDENDUM TO:

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY CHURCH
(Unitarian Church)

Pearl Street & ElImwood Avenue

Burlington

Chittenden County

Vermont
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